
Letter: Conference energized participants 

    

Ruidoso News - September 17, 2009

  

Two remarkable men sat on the dais Monday evening at the Re-Energize America conference
held at NMSU. Their personal stories were sharply contrasting facets of the American Dream. 

  

One was our first-term congressman, Harry Teague, who dropped out of high school to support
his family when his father fell ill, learned how to be an entrepreneur in the "school of hard
knocks" and now owns his own company. 

  

 

  

Likely mindful of the impact of his father's lack of health benefits on his own educational
opportunities, he provides health benefits for his 250 employees and scholarships for their
children. 

  

 

  

The other was our Secretary of Energy, Dr. Steven Chu, child of immigrants, from a family of
scientists and educators. Initial-ly a physicist, the field in which he shared the Nobel Prize in
1997, his intellectual pursuit took him into multidisciplinary team research in biology and
medicine. 

  

 

  

More recently he has focused on biofuels and solar energy technology.
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It was Congressman Teague's idea to bring together more entrepreneurs and scientists in the
Re-Energize America conference, which is just one of the initiatives he has taken in the months
since he was sworn in. The conference was an example of the way he has of bringing diverse
viewpoints together to work on a problem he has identified - in this case, nothing less than the
energy future of "the country that I love."

  

 

  

He rounded up representatives of conventional energy production, wind, nuclear, solar,
transmission, natural gas, experts from Sandia and Los Alamos, and government agencies; and
brought them together to share perspectives on the energy way forward, in terms of striving for
America's energy independence and reduced carbon emissions. 

  

There was a charged excitement as the panel presentations proceeded and conference
attendees mingled, shared ideas, and networked during the breaks.

  

 

  

There were a number of themes that kept recurring in the two days:

  

 

  

The future costs of energy will rise. Increased demand from population growth and
modernization and the rising cost of raw materials to build energy production/generation
facilities both here and abroad, will drive increased cost. 
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We will be living in a carbon-constrained world. The overwhelming evidence is clear: human
activity is affecting global climate.

  

 

  

Here are some observations and solutions suggested at the conference:

  

 

  

 

  

The "low hanging fruit" in driving toward energy independence is energy conservation, including
such simple measures as painting roofs white and more efficient electric lighting. 

  

 

  

The oil and gas industry of New Mexico has contributed overwhelmingly to the economy and
education system here. This will continue to be one of our great advantages. 

  

 

  

There is no silver/magic bullet; the energy future will include a mix of energy production forms -
not a matter of "winners or losers"; one source complementing, not competing with another. 
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Conventional energy will al-ways have a role, but will have to be cleaner

  

 

  

Electrical transmission rou-ting is an issue, being able to move energy no matter the means of
production, from where it's produced to where it's needed. 

  

 

  

New Mexico is uniquely situated, having the resources to produce energy from not only oil and
gas, but wind, solar, geothermal, nuclear, and biofuels. 

  

 

  

There is a need for a workforce trained for green jobs - the availability of a quality workforce
figures into the decision to locate a facility by any business. 

  

 

  

The need for a national energy plan. China and India have national energy plans and they stick
to them. A plan allows businesses to know the ground rules and to be able to make their own
plans. China will be building a lot of new nuclear plants and coal-fired plants, for example.
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At the conference, Congressman Teague announced plans for a large commercial solar project
to be built in Sierra County near Elephant Butte; the energy produced will be used by the
Spaceport, and in other areas.

  

 

  

It was greatly disappointing that the media all but ignored this important conference with its
focus on New Mexico and, indeed, America's energy future. It seemed the news outlets wanted
their viewers to be more concerned about whether or not Demi Moore had had plastic surgery.

  

 

  

It was heartening to note the headline article in Wednesday's Ruidoso News on wind energy
developments in Lincoln County. Since becoming drawn into this development last fall, I have
been excited for the ranching families around Corona, hopeful that this will help them in their
struggle to keep their ranches in their families, and help Lincoln County diversify its economy.

  

 

  

Our County Commissioners need not only to be crafting ordinances concerning wind power, but
especially making certain that Lincoln County is represented in discussions on the routing of
transmission lines. Patchwork local regulations are a barrier for routing the transmission lines on
which the viability of the Corona wind energy project will largely depend. 

  

 

  

Coordination with adjoining counties on the issue of ordinances will increase the chances of a
transmission line routing favorable to the Corona wind farm. Congressman Teague will be able
to put you in touch with the appropriate parties to have Lincoln County represented at the table
on this issue.
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We need to develop, and quickly, programs to train Lincoln County workers for green jobs. A
wind energy technician program has recently been developed at Mesa Community College, and
a more expanded program exists at Santa Fe Community College. 

  

 

  

This past weekend there was an article on a wind energy tech program being put together in
Clovis. As a former resident of Michigan, I can attest to the pitfalls of reliance on one or two
industries.

  

 

  

Lincoln County and all of southern New Mexico are indeed fortunate to be represented by
Congressman Harry Teague. Rather than talking about "values," he lives them. Too
gentlemanly to respond to the screamers in the manner deserved, he quietly works in a way
that anticipates the future, to shape it to the best outcome for future generations of New
Mexicans and all Americans. He brings to mind the Quaker admonition "Let your life speak," -
something everyone needs to remember.

  

 

  

Joyce Westerbur

  

Alto
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